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Mexico

A Mexico el Criador en sus bondade
Le ha dado un aire diafano y sereno
[MANUEL CARPIO]

The name Mexico comes from that of the Aztec war god, Mexitli. The
population of the present Republic of Mexico is about twenty million, of whom
Indians and Mestizos constitute a majority. Mexico City numbers a million
and a quarter inhabitants.

The territory of Mexico was the ground on which the Spanish Con-
quistadores and the greatest of American Indian civilizations met, fought,
and fused into a new nation. Three successive cultures existed in Mexico
before the conquest: the Mayas, the Toltecs, and the Aztecs. Of these
great civilizations, many monuments have been preserved. We know a
great deal about the religion, the science, and the arts of ancient Mexico.
We know something about pre-conquest music, thanks to musical in-
struments that have been preserved. Melody, rhythm, and tone-color
were the media of musical expression among ancient Mexicans. The
melody was given out by the wind instruments made of clayj the rhythm
was punctuated on the drums $ and tone-color was diversified by the use
of different material, different shapes and sizes of these instruments.

The structure of the wind instruments in use among ancient Mexicans
points to the predominance of the pentatonic scale, without semitones, and
usually with the minor third at the base, la> do, rey miy sol. Melodies
of great antiquity are still sung by old Indians, who learned them by
tradition from their fathers and grandfathers. One of these melodies,
a Mayan Warriors5 song, Los Xtolesy has been notated by Mexican folk-
lore collectors.*

Carlos Chavez has collected several dance airs of Mexican Indians.
One of these airs he used in the last movement of his symphonic poem,
Cuatro Soles.

* Courtesy of the Music Section of the Secretariat of Education of Mexico.